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Home-Returning Researcher Development Research

 Period is up to 3 years. Grant is up to 50 million JPY (320,000 EUR).
 Support for research by a Japanese researcher with current affiliation abroad who is to be 

newly appointed at university or research institute in Japan.

Fostering Joint International Research 

 Period is 6-12 months. Grant is up to 12 million JPY (75,000 EUR).
 Support for joint international research projects conducted by a KAKENHI grantee in 

collaboration with researchers at a foreign university or research institute. 
 The grant seeks to markedly advance KAKENHI research projects and to foster 

independent researchers to be internationally competitive.
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国際共同研究強化

帰国発展研究

International Leading Research

 Period is 7 to 10 years. Grant is up to 500 million JPY (3 million EUR).
 This grant aims to enable research groups led by top-level researchers in our country to 

play a central role in the international network, thereby achieving research results of  high 
scientific value internationally. 

 With the participation of  postdoctoral fellows and graduate students, the grant seeks to 
foster researchers who can play leading roles in the international research community in 
the future

国際先導研究

JSPS International Funding (KAKENHI)

Call: Jan.～March

Call: July～Sep.

Website: Funding for foreign researchers:JSPS-Research-in-Japan_2025-2026.pdf

https://jsps-strasbourg.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/JSPS-Research-in-Japan_2025-2026.pdf


3JSPS International Leading Research
Call: Jan.～March

Website (Jap.): 国際先導研究｜科学研究費助成事業(科研費）｜日本学術振興会

https://www.jsps.go.jp/j-grantsinaid/35_kokusai/05_sendou/index.html
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JSPS International Programs

Call for proposals
June/July～

Website Bilat： https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-bilat/
Core-to-Core：https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-c2c/

https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-bilat/
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-c2c/
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JSPS International Programs (call: June)

http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-bilat/index.html
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JSPS International Programs (call: June/July)

http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-c2c/index.html



7EU  Framework Program (Horizon Europe)

Website: Horizon Europe Call for Proposals

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate


8Horizon FP7/2020  research projects （Joint Call）
Example 1 Inrel-Npower (semiconductor）

Example 2 ThemaSmart
(Thermal Engineering) 
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The European Interest Group (EIG) CONCERT-Japan is an international joint 
initiative to support and enhance science, technology and innovation (STI) 
cooperation between the European region and Japan. CONCERT-Japan had a high 
impact on the coherence and coordination of European collaboration and joint 
funding activities with Japan as a partner country.

EIG CONCERT JAPAN (Joint call JST + EU)

https://concert-japan.eu/
!!Upcoming call: Apr 2025 Oceans: Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation!!

https://concert-japan.eu/


10EIG CONCERT JAPAN: Kyushu University

DAICHI Development of Advanced and Innovative metal 
supported Cells using proton conducting ceramics to foster 
Hydrogen society Implementation



11ERC Grants (Synergy Grant)

Website: ERC Synergy Grant: Collaborative Research Funding Opportunities

Call for 
proposals: 
July-Nov.

https://erc.europa.eu/apply-grant/synergy-grant


12

Research Grants Eligibility Research
Period

Research
funding

①Early Career 10 years from PhD
5 years from
Independent 
position

3 years

Up to $ 450,000
(2 member team $250,000)
(3 member team $350,000)
(4 or more $450,000)

② Program Grants All others
(many PIs are 30+)

・Fund postdocs to go abroad
・Start-up funds to set up first lab
・Team grants to initiate    
international collaborations

・Team consist of 2-4 members
・Focus on International   
collaboration/ Interdisciplinary / 
Challenging Acceptance rate: 

1st stage around 10%
2nd stage around 35%

Human Frontier Science Program (HFSP)

https://www.hfsp.org/funding/hfsp-funding/research-grants

Call for proposals (LOI): 
Jan. - March



13Scandanavia-Japan Sasakawa Foundation

Japan: opens December 1, 2024 at 00:01 hours, deadline January 31, 2025 at 23:59 hours.
Sweden: opens December 1, 2024 at 00:01 hours, deadline January 31, 2025 at 23:59 hours.

Website: Japan – Scandinavia-Japan Sasakawa Foundation

https://sjsf.se/local-pages/japan/


14Other Funding Opportunities

◆Foundations 
(Bill Gates, Welcome Trust, Japan Foundation, Suntory, 
Sasakawa etc.) 
Japan Foundation Center: https://www.jfc.or.jp/

◆Embassies
Sometimes Foreign Embassies have their own bilateral 
programs. You can get a funding guide of all funding 
opportunities. 

◆Research Centers
Several research centers like CNRS have their own 
international programs e.g. International Research 
Laboratories (IRL).

◆Companies

https://www.jfc.or.jp/
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