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1. What is the purpose of your participation in the Winter School?

For me, this was my third trip to Sweden since studying abroad as a master's student and
participating in the MIRAI2.0 R&l Week 2023 last year. As my academic year progressed,
the purpose of my participation has changed little by little.

® To learn about research outside my expertise.

® To find a post after completing the doctoral program (whether in academia or in a
company).

® To explore the possibility of international collaboration (to find a potential collaborator).

® Because | was interested in the research and their views on research of humanities
researchers in Europe.

® | was also interested in the latest research and researchers in the field of “Innovation
and Entrepreneurship”, which | learned about at MIRAI2.0 R&l Week 2023.

® | was particularly interested in the research contents and researchers of "Digitalization
in the Culture Creative Industry" in this Winter School session. (This overlaps with what
I am currently doing as a side project, and | thought it would be very beneficial.)

® In addition, since participation in Winter School is one of the achievements for young
researchers (Although it is not so common in Japan, | have heard that in some foreign
countries, participation in Summer School and Winter School is entered in the CV as an
achievement)

® | wanted to maintain some form of connection with Sweden after my master's program

in Sweden. (In fact, | was able to visit my supervisor during my free time. Thank you for
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giving us some free time in Sweden)
® |n addition, as a student who received a Kyushu University grant to study abroad during
my master's program, | would like to continue to participate in Kyushu University's

international programs if there is anything | can contribute after my study abroad.

2. What did you gain from participating in the Winter School (so to say, key
takeaways)? What did you feel was good about participating? Please include the

reasons.

| think the best thing that | gained from participating in the conference was the "expansion of

my network as a researcher”.

In fact, throughout the week, | was able to interact not only with researchers and students in
a wide range of fields that | normally would not have met, but also with people from
companies, governments, and foundations, and | feel that my network, knowledge, and
options have clearly increased compared to before my trip.

In particular, there was an international student with whom | shared a room this time, and we
became good friends. Although our research fields are seemingly far apart, we found some
interesting possibilities for joint research and had quite in-depth conversations throughout
the week, not only about research but also about other topics. | am not sure if he will actually
go on to apply for some kind of grant through MIARI, but | believe that joint research is not
the only way to keep in touch with Sweden, and | am sure that we will keep in touch through
our research in the future.

In addition, the socializing time (Coffee Break, Dinner Party), secured in a way to be as long
as the session time, allowed us to get to know each other as friends and fellow researchers

to the extent that we felt a bit sad to leave apart on the last day. It was a very intense week.

In addition, | was also stimulated by the fact that many students in Sweden want to start their
own businesses in the future, probably due to the high level of innovation and

entrepreneurship education in Sweden. | think this is also one of the key takeaways for me.

3. How would you like to make use of the outcomes and networks you gained at the
Winter School in your research activities in the future? Please describe specifically,

and, in particular, please let us know any initiatives you would like to try in MIRAL.
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As for how we can "specifically" elevate the results and network we have obtained this time
to the development of our future research is firstly, as mentioned above, to conduct joint
research with the international students with whom | was sharing the room.

| am currently working on a research side project with my team, "Digital Twinning and the
Science of Geometric Beauty of Bonsai tree".

“MITOU (unexplored)” Project by Information-technology Promotion Agency, under the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (website in Japanese)

https://www.ipa.go.jp/jinzai/mitou/advanced/2024/gaiyou-ur-1.html

Here, in collaboration with the Omiya Bonsai Museum in Saitama, which is located in the
Omiya Bonsai Village, a sacred place in the bonsai world, we are trying to develop a digital

archive project (https://museum.bonsaience.jp/) of masterpiece bonsais that have lived for

more than several hundred years, elucidate the beauty of tree form through network analysis
of tree form structure, and develop a bonsai-specific crime prevention registration and
appraisal system. We are challenging to develop a security registration and certificate for
bonsai. The foreign student who shared the room with me specializes in Epigenetics and is
very interested in bonsai as a sample of old trees, and he suggested that we should work
together on genetic analysis of bonsai trees. | have been considering the identification of
individual bonsai using an applied mathematical approach that focuses on the tree structure
itself, but if his plant genetics can be applied, we may be able to identify bonsai more
accurately using a biological/genetic approach. On the other hand, he also told me about the
challenges of individual identification by genome analysis, which gave me knowledge about
plant biology and deepened my future research plan.

In addition, a doctoral student from Stockholm School of Economics, who is conducting a
research on the digitalization of the cultural creative industry in Japan, also participated in
the meeting and expressed his interest in hearing about the digitalization of bonsai in the
future. A post-doctoral researcher studying marketing and psychology at the University of
Gothenburg, who is interested in the unique Japanese psychology of "wabi-sabi", suggested

that we study this from the aspect of bonsai.
I am not sure if these ideas will really lead to research funding and actual collaboration in the

future, but | would like to maintain a connection with them through research.

4. Please feel free to share your ideas on how to make MIRAI more interdisciplinary

and function as a platform to promote the development and exchange of young
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researchers (e.g., what opportunities and initiatives would further accelerate
exchange).
| believe that strong connections among researchers are formed through regular and

continuous meetings.

While | met many new researchers at the Winter School this year, | hardly saw any of the
young researchers | met at last year's R&l Week again.

It may be natural that | could not meet the participants of last year because of the different
target of application, but | realized that it is difficult to maintain the network that was

established during the last year's one-week trip for several years only by my own efforts.

| believe that increasing the number of new participants in MIRAI by inviting applications from
a wide range of fields every year is, of course, an essential direction to make MIRAI
interdisciplinary and to develop the connections of young researchers "horizontally". On the
other hand, from the viewpoint of continuing the participation of past participants in this
platform and further promoting "vertical" connections, it would be better to have some
researchers commit to participate in the program for several years or to have a chance to
meet again casually (even online) as members of the Winter School, etc. (I just want some

opportunity to casually talk everyone | met this winter school again)
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